Rashtriya Sam Vikas Yojana 


1. BACKGROUND

Sidhi is one of the six districts1 of Baghelkhand region and one of the remotest districts in the state of Madhya Pradesh. The troika of township, comprising of Waidhan-Vindhya Nagar -Singrauli in the district is the power hub of India. Sidhi is known for the six major thermal power plants located in Singrauli and in its neighbourhood along with the second largest series of eleven active coal mine groups in Asia. Singrauli is also marked by the largest water reservoir in Rihand. The vital statistic of the district is mentioned under Table 1.

Table 1:  Development Indicators of Sidhi District

	Sr. No.
	Development Indicator


	Score of Sidhi District


	District’s Rank in the State

	1.
	Human Development Index
	0.555
	13th from the bottom

	2.
	Share of SC and ST Population
	42.8 %
	Seventh Highest in the state

	3.
	Female Literacy
	36.4 %
	Fifth from bottom

	4.
	Workers’ Participatory Rate of Women
	34.2 %
	Fourth Highest in the state

	5.
	Infant Mortality Rate
	105 in 1000
	Seventh Highest in the state


(Source: Human Development Report of MP, 2002)

1.1 Physical Features

Sidhi district is located on the Northeastern Boundary of the state between 
22'', 47’’5’’ and 24.42''10'' North Latitude and 81:18''40 and 82''48''30 East longitude.

Topographically the district can be divided into three zones; namely

· Vindhyan Hills or Kaimour Range - Rampur Nekein block and some part of Sidhi block.

· Gondwana Zone – Kusmi block and some part of Majholi block. (Flow in Gopath Banas river zone).

· Archean Zone – Some part of Sidhi, Devsar and Chitrangi blocks.

The district is also known as the northeastern frontier of the state. From east to west it covers a distance of 155 km and from and from north to south the total stretch covered by the district is 95 Km. The district is spread across a total geographical area of 10,526 sq. Km.. The highest topographic elevation in the district is 609 m. above sea level in Chitrangi block and the lowest is 487 m. above sea level in the plains of Majhauli block. The Son River traverses the district flowing from west to east. Our watershed area lies in between these two boundaries of Kaimour hills and Son River. The total area of the district is 10,526 sq. km. 

1.2 Location

The district Sidhi is located in the northeastern part of Madhya Pradesh. It is approximately at a distance of 632 km from the state capital Bhopal and 80 km from circle head office, Rewa. It takes about sixteen hours from Bhopal to reach the district head quarter and the commonly adopted mode of transport is to travel by train from Bhopal to Rewa and then by bus from Rewa to Sidhi through a range of hills, called Kaimour hills, with an average height of 800 – 900 feet above sea level. The district shares its borders with the states of Chhattisgarh and Uttar Pradesh. The western and southern boundary of the district touches the border of Rewa and Shahdol districts respectively. 

1.3 Administrative Set Up with Special Reference to Implementation of Backward District Initiative

Project activities will be implemented through community and village organisations in 199 villages of four development blocks in the district. The DRDA/Zila Panchayat would therefore, be the overall in-charge of the project. A special cell created by the name of district core committee consisting of department heads of various line departments, public representatives of the district and the district collector shall monitor the progress of R.S.V.Y. 

At the district level project will be coordinated and monitored by District Empowered Committee, represented by in charge minister, member of parliament, the respective members of legislative assemble and the members of general body of Zila Panchayat on a quarterly basis. The district core committee shall report the progress of the project on quarterly basis to the district-empowered committee. 

The district collector shall call meetings of the district core committee every month for monitoring and coordination the project.  The district core committee shall play an important role in coordinating the field activities and would also be responsible for the training of the field workers and thereby enhancing their skills, so that they are equipped to fulfill the project objectives. 

The project implementation body shall function at the block level and the various line departments at the block level shall execute the projects. There will be a block level co-ordination committee comprising of all the officers of the line department functioning at the block level and C.E.O Janpad Panchayat shall be the nodal officer of the committee. At this level, the project will be coordinated and monitored by Janpad Planning Committee through holding monthly meetings. The Committee shall consist of Janpad Adhyaksh, Member of Janpad belonging to project areas, Sarpanchs, VDC representative or Gram Sabha representatives from the project villages.

At the village level the gram sabha will be the nodal body and will also sanction the sub-projects and the village development committee will assist in the implementation of various activities at the village level.

1.4 Population

The total population of Sidhi, according to the census 1991 was 13,71,935 and by 2001 census the population of the district is 18,30,553, which constitutes about three percent of the State’s population. The population density (per sq. kms.) is 174, which is less than the state average and national average of 196 and 324 respectively. The sex ratio of the district at 932 is better than the state figure at 920 and is close to the national figure 933. The district has a Human Development Index of 0.555 and ranks 25th amongst all the 45 districts of the state.
Table 2: Block wise Demographic Profile

	Block
	Total Rural Population
	Male/Female Ratio
	Population Density   (2001)
	Decadal Growth per cent (1991-2001)

	
	1991
	2001
	2001
	Per/Sq. km
	Male
	Female

	Sidhi
	215275
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Rampur
	173564
	*
	945
	*
	*
	*

	Majholuli
	101893
	128893
	941
	175
	26.92
	26.53

	Kusmi
	51516
	65108
	958
	49
	*
	*

	Sihawal
	167188
	216386
	965
	290
	*
	*

	Devsor
	179572
	243959
	951
	134
	*
	*

	Chitrangi
	190758
	258489
	924
	133
	*
	*

	Waidhan
	293668
	417721
	906
	220
	*
	*

	District
	1373434
	1831152
	932
	174
	24.38
	33.99


* Not Available 






(Source-District Statistical Book)

In the district majority of the population are scheduled tribes. Of the total population, 29.89% are scheduled tribes (ST) and 11.85% are scheduled castes (SC). The block wise breakup of the SC and ST population is given in the table below. 

Table 3: Block wise breakup of SC and ST Population

	S. No.
	Block
	Area (sq km)
	Total population
	Population SC (%)
	Population ST (%)
	Population density (per sq km)

	1
	Sidhi
	1110
	186328
	24740
	65435
	274

	2
	Sihawal
	745
	216386
	23666
	42505
	290

	3
	Rampurnekin
	928
	245564
	31279
	52270
	222

	4
	Majholi
	737
	128893
	10061
	42117
	175

	5
	Kusmi
	1334
	65108
	4283
	41202
	49

	6
	Devsar
	1822
	243959
	31080
	103766
	134

	7
	Chitrangi
	1946
	251352
	25767
	112878
	133

	8
	Baidhan
	1904
	232531
	34255
	60600
	220


(Source-District Statistical Book)

In the district about 56.45% of the households are below poverty line, which is very much higher than the national average (28.6%) and a little higher than that of state (37.43%). The high incidence of poverty in the district can be explained by the fact that though major economic activity of the district is agriculture but due to the undulating terrain, lack of irrigation facilities, dependence on rain-fed agriculture and due to dependence on traditional methods of farming the agriculture productivity is low. A vast majority of the population either depends upon NTFP or they migrate to the neighbouring districts and towns like Singrauli. The Table No. 4 shows that larger parts of the population are either landless or marginal farmers.

Table 4: Block wise Details of BPL Families (No. of Household)

	Block
	Total 
	BPL 
	SC 
	ST 
	OBC 
	Minority 
	Land less 
	Marginal farmers 
	Small farmers

	Rampur 
	37490
	26684
	4460
	7212
	8810
	359
	19437
	4854
	2393

	Majholi 
	27297
	15450
	1310
	5180
	4315
	281
	6687
	5600
	3163

	Sidhi 
	45696
	26091
	4737
	9119
	8294
	479
	15524
	7342
	3225

	Sihawal
	43070
	27179
	3747
	5976
	1433
	1696
	17156
	3279
	6744

	Chitrangi 
	43771
	21570
	2815
	8738
	843
	222
	12398
	6310
	2862

	Devsar 
	44373
	22626
	3753
	9943
	6597
	414
	10705
	8067
	3854

	Baidhan 
	39733
	20380
	3823
	5625
	6386
	843
	10988
	6738
	2654

	Kusmi 
	13258
	6450
	548
	4146
	1418
	8
	2775
	2210
	1465

	Total 
	294688
	166430
	25190
	55939
	38096
	4302
	95670
	44400
	26360


(Source-District Statistical Book)

The major Socio-economic indicators of the district are shown in the Table No. 5. It can be seen that in terms of literacy, MMR and IMR the condition of the district is poor in comparison to state and national figures. Even the agriculture scenario like double-cropped area, net irrigated area, fertilizer consumption is poor along with the percentage of BPL population. 

Table 5: Socio-economic Indicators

	S.No
	Particulars
	Unit
	India
	M.P.
	Sidhi

	A
	Population (Census2001)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Population Density
	Per Sq.Km.
	324
	196
	174

	2
	Decade Growth rate (91-01)
	        %
	21.34
	24.34
	33.33

	3
	Male/Female ratio (Per 1000)
	 
	933
	920
	932

	4
	SC to total population 
	        %
	
	
	11.85

	5
	ST to total population
	        %
	
	
	29.89

	6
	Rural to total population 
	        %
	 
	73.33
	

	B
	Health (Census 2001)
	 
	 
	 
	

	1
	Infant Mortality rate
	Per1000
	67.6
	86.1
	110

	2
	Maternity Mortality rate
	Per1000
	5.4
	6.0
	11.1

	C
	Literacy 2001
	 
	 
	 
	

	1
	Total
	        %
	65.38
	64.11
	52.82

	2
	Male
	        %
	75.85
	76.8
	68.03

	3
	Female
	        %
	54.16
	 50.28
	36.43

	4
	Rural
	        %
	 59.4
	58.1
	49.27

	5
	Urban
	        %
	 80.3
	79.67
	73.12

	E
	Agriculture (2001)
	 
	 
	 
	

	1
	Double cropped area to NSA
	        %
	 
	35.5
	29.1

	2
	Net irrigated area to NSA
	        %
	 40
	31.6
	17.04

	3
	Fertilizer consumption per Ha.
	Kg.
	 86.7
	40.5
	66.5

	F
	Electricity (2002-2003)
	 
	 
	 
	

	1
	Electrified villages
	        %
	 86.65
	97
	99.07

	2
	Power consumption per person
	kwh
	 333
	250
	223.10

	3
	Power consumption-Urban
	        %
	 
	48.4
	19.62

	4
	Power consumption-Rural
	        %
	 
	51.6
	

	G
	 Percentage of BPL population
	%
	 28.6
	 37.43
	56.45


(Source-District Statistical Book)

2. RESOURCE INVENTORY 

2.1 Natural Resources

2.1.1 Land

Sidhi district forms part of the hills and plateau of the Kaimour range of mountains. Major part of the landscape is undulating and rocky. The portion of the land used for agricultural purpose is 47% of the total land cover but only 17% of the land used for agricultural purpose has assured supply of irrigation and around 33% of the land used for agricultural purpose is doubly cropped. The rest of the agricultural land is totally dependent on rain fed irrigation and produces only one crop a year. The land are largely undulating terrain, which often has steep gradients not ideal for cultivation; the valleys along the major rivers like the Son and the Gopad and between hills have fertile soils.

2.1.2 Forest
Forest areas cover about 40% of the land in the district out of which 24 percent of the total area or about 2400 Sq. Km. has dense canopied forest (density above 0.8) and about 16 percent or about 1600 Sq. Km. are has open forest that has a density between 0.3 and 0.4. Of the eight blocks of district, three: namely, Kusmi, Devsar and Chitrangi have significant forest cover (mixed tropical deciduous forests). The forests are also source for variety of N.T.F.Ps. like mahua, chironji, tendu etc., which are an important source of livelihood for population residing in the close vicinity of the forests. Table No. 6 gives the details about the block wise land use pattern and land cover of the district. 

Table 6: Land use Pattern and Land cover Block wise

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Area in Ha.

	S.No
	Block
	Total Area
	Forest Land
	Wasteland
	Net sown area
	Double cropped

	1
	Sidhi
	102081
	29910
	10828
	49620
	14792

	2
	Rampur
	77877
	16799
	7835
	41029
	15249

	3
	Majholuli
	72474
	25235
	5395
	28594
	11160

	4
	Kusmi
	145001
	108861
	5489
	17101
	3734

	5
	Sihawal
	74480
	14176
	10110
	41122
	17897

	6
	Devsor
	184559
	77091
	18621
	57285
	17249

	7
	Chitrangi
	192290
	76022
	16517
	67500
	23295

	8
	Waidhan
	190424
	89912
	23237
	50975
	17833


(Source-District Statistical Book)

2.1.3 Minerals

The district is not known for any major mineral extraction. Yet it has at least 30 types of ores and composite mineral deposits. Earth or bharat, sand and gravel is an important minor minerals extracted in the district. Small deposits of low-grade iron ore along with Monazites and Barites are other ores that occur in many locations across the district. Sporadic and some concentrated occurrence of granite veins were reported from the district. Similarly some low-grade copper and coal deposits were also recorded in various parts of Sidhi district. 
Though quite a few mineral ores are found in the district but the mineral do not play an important role in the economy of the district. But, a focused approach accompanied with prolonged survey can bear fruitful result in this sector and hence can generate livelihood option for the population of the district. 

2.1.4 Water Resources
The Son, the Gopad and the Banas are the three perennial rivers flowing through the district. In addition to these, there are a number of small seasonal streams, particularly in Kusmi, Waidhan and Chitrangi blocks. There is no major canal system criss-crossing the district or any major irrigation project. There are not many large sized stagnant surface water bodies, artificial or natural, in the district. Though some tanks have been constructed in the recent years but a good number of these dry up during the summer season. In recent years, two canals, originating from Van Ganga Dam have started irrigating some parts of the district. The status of ground water is relatively comfortable as compared to other parts of the country. The depth of ground water vary from 60 to 150 feet in Rampur Neikin and Sidhi blocks and about 30 to 50 feet in Kusmi, Devsar and Chitrangi blocks.

All these rivers and perennial streams provide ample opportunity in the district to ensure irrigation facilities for the land under cultivation and will also be instrumental in bringing more land under cultivation, through construction of water harvesting structures, dug wells etc.  

2.2 Human Resources  

The literacy level of the district is poor in comparison to national and state average. The literacy rate of the district is 52.82%, which is below the state average at 64.11% and far below the national average at 65.38%. The district is also poor in comparison to state and national average in terms of male and female literacy; the male literacy in the district is 68.03 percent and the female literacy is 36.4 percent.

The Figure No. 3 shows the area wise (rural/urban) literacy rate of the district and compares it with the state and national figures. Here also we can see that in both rural and urban areas the literacy rate of the district is lower than that of state and country.

Figure 1: Rural Urban Literacy


(Source-District Statistical Book)

The percentage of working population is 43.80% of the total population but majority of the working population is unskilled and are employed in the primary sector. They either work on their own land or as agricultural labourers. The level of disguised unemployment is very high in the primary sector as a result a large percentage of population migrate in search of unskilled jobs to neighboring districts and towns (migration is as high as 30%) in search of employment.  About 87 percent of the employment in the district was provided by the agricultural sector. Of all the people engaged in agriculture 31.4 percent are agricultural labourers. 

Table 7: Major Occupational Groups

	S.No.


	Block


	Agriculture
	Agricultural Labour
	Cottage Industries
	Others
	%of Working pop. to tot. Pop

	
	
	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female
	

	1
	Sidhi
	21323
	6996
	11318
	7189
	826
	372
	10381
	775
	40.01

	2
	Rampur
	26603
	7368
	15868
	11289
	1728
	674
	8356
	673
	39.35

	3
	Majholuli
	17122
	3406
	5626
	3112
	692
	212
	2953
	215
	39.21

	4
	Kusmi
	10436
	3610
	2650
	24600
	320
	88
	1455
	338
	52.22

	5
	Sihawal
	24956
	5470
	10389
	6523
	598
	122
	5075
	363
	36.47

	6
	Devsor
	37869
	16795
	6026
	5720
	923
	217
	5000
	307
	49.29

	7
	Chitrangi
	37575
	16054
	8099
	7785
	567
	147
	4486
	460
	49.20

	8
	Waidhan
	43695
	15860
	8600
	5731
	841
	231
	27665
	1702
	45.60


(Source-District Statistical Book)

2.3 Live stocks

The livestock population of the district mainly consists of cows, buffaloes, goats, poultry and pigs, but the number of hybrid varieties of cattle is very less. Dairy has immense potential of being taken as a major economic activity in the district. But so far it has remain underdeveloped due to the absence of modern and scientific methods in animal husbandry, and proper training of the farmers in dairy activities and shortage of green fodder in the summer season especially for the people who are landless. If the above-mentioned deficiencies are taken care of through active participation and involvement of different line departments and NGOs, the dairy industry can record massive growth and can develop as an important source of livelihood especially for the landless and marginal farmers. Dairy activities would not only generate extra income but would also help in decreasing if not ceasing the rampant seasonal migration. The Table No. 8 gives the details about the livestock population in different blocks of Sidhi district.
Table 8: Livestock Population up to 30th June 2003

	Block


	Cows & oxen
	Buffaloes
	Goats


	Pigs


	Poultry



	
	Male
	Female
	Calves
	Total
	He
	She
	
	
	

	Sidhi
	47136
	233351
	27598
	98085
	692
	12895
	39936
	2833
	28916

	Rampur
	41362
	19093
	27684
	88139
	1243
	10014
	30530
	2258
	20003

	Majholuli
	30284
	16191
	19318
	65793
	410
	7089
	22600
	1238
	16922

	Kusmi
	19430
	15249
	16242
	50921
	863
	5061
	20971
	774
	18190

	Sihawal
	41178
	22221
	26039
	89447
	217
	9587
	30999
	1831
	20315

	Devsor
	57140
	37402
	43056
	137598
	1219
	12591
	54147
	1826
	46764

	Chitrangi
	74475
	43357
	48473
	166305
	945
	11963
	68224
	699
	38535

	Waidhan
	68248
	42322
	44893
	155463
	1298
	11954
	5905
	604
	48933


(Source-District Statistical Book)

2.4 Infrastructure 

The district lacks in infrastructure which, are essential for the all round development of the district. To achieve the objective of Socio-economic development of the district, creation of infrastructure in sectors like irrigation, electricity, health, education, bridges/culverts etc. is needed. The status quo of the infrastructure is dealt in detail under the respective heads.
2.4.1 Road and Railways 

The complete absence of rail connectivity or any national highway passing through the district has so far badly affected the economy of the district as well as its connectivity to other parts of the country and the state. The connectivity of the villages to other parts of the district is abysmally low thus affecting the development and growth of the district Table No. 9 gives the length of the pucca and kuchha roads in different blocks of the district.

Table 9: Block wise Length of Roads

	Block
	Pucca Road
	Kuccha Road
	Total Roads

(In Kms.)

	Sidhi
	434.038
	114.457
	548.405

	Rampur
	570.536
	248.081
	

	Majholuli
	291.284
	251.12
	542.404

	Kusmi
	145.654
	246.63
	392.284

	Sihawal
	422.00
	196.47
	618.47

	Devsor
	289.70
	261.72
	551.42

	Chitrangi
	306.90
	477.87
	784.77

	Waidhan
	258.54
	683.40
	941.85


(Source-District Statistical Book)

2.5.2 Irrigation 

Though agriculture is the major occupation of the district but the provision for irrigation facilities is far from satisfactory. Only about 17.04% of net sown area is covered by assured irrigation.  Greater part of the district is under rainfed agriculture. In certain areas the water table has receded due to excessive use of ground water (in majhauli block). Due to inadequate number of water harvesting structures in the district and other water conservation techniques the water table is not getting recharged. Due to lack of proper infrastructure the electric supply is intermittent and erratic disturbing the voltage supply to household connection and also affecting the density of pumps in the district. 

Table 10: Irrigation Facilities

	S.No.
	Source
	Total Irrigated land in Hectare

	1
	Canal
	12667

	2
	Tube well
	6094

	3
	Well
	60193

	4
	Pond
	425

	5
	Others
	9886


(Source-District Statistical Book)

2.5.3 Electricity

The census figure (Table 5) shows that 99.07% of the villages are electrified whereas the state average is 97% and the national average is 86.65% only, but in terms of per capita consumption of electricity the district is behind the state and national figures. The low consumption of electricity is because of the low percentage of households electrified due to lack of proper infrastructure required to sustain greater number of connections and also because the villages are sparsely located. Since most of the villages are located in dense forests, electrification is a tedious job. Due to non-availability of proper infrastructure of electricity in villages and majras, farmers are not able to use pumps for agriculture and thus face difficulty in irrigating their land. Table No. 11 gives the detail of the number of electrified villages in different blocks.

Table 11: Block wise Detail of the Number of Electrified Villages

	S.No.
	Block
	No. Of Inhabited villages
	Number of Village Panchayat
	Number of Electrified villages

	1
	Sidhi
	265
	115
	284

	2
	Rampur
	205
	89
	204

	3
	Majholuli
	130
	55
	130

	4
	Kusmi
	131
	42
	129

	5
	Sihawal
	293
	100
	292

	6
	Devsor
	215
	97
	215

	7
	Chitrangi
	311
	115
	298

	8
	Waidhan
	272
	104
	252


(Source-District Statistical Book)

2.5.4 Credit Facilities 

There are 97 branch of different commercial bank in the district, 13 central co-operative banks and six land development banks in the district. The Credit Deposit ratio of the district is a meagre 22.87 percent only. 

2.5.5 Health Services 

The health of the population of the district is far below the national and state average. The infant mortality rate is 110 and the average age of the people in the district is 58 years. There are 41 primary health centres, 287 sub health centres and 10 community health centres in the district. Table No. 12 gives the status of health services in the district in detail.

Table 12: Block wise Details of the Available Health Services

	S.No.
	Block
	Allopathic Hospitals
	Aur. /Unani Hospitals
	PHCs
	SHCs
	Population (2001)

	1
	Sidhi
	1
	19
	4
	36
	186328

	2
	Rampur
	2
	9
	7
	33
	216386

	3
	Majholuli
	1
	5
	6
	26
	245564

	4
	Kusmi
	1
	6
	2
	18
	128893

	5
	Sihawal
	1
	15
	2
	32
	65108

	6
	Devsor
	2
	40
	5
	40
	243959

	7
	Chitrangi
	1
	42
	5
	42
	251352

	8
	Waidhan
	1
	60
	5
	60
	232531


(Source-District Statistical Book)

2.5.6 Schools 

Due to the efforts under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), access to primary school is available to every child within 1 km., middle school within 3 km., high school within 5 km. and higher secondary school within 8 km. The Figure and the Table No. 14 shows the status of the schools in the district.

Table 13: Status of Schools in Sidhi District

	S.No.
	Block
	Primary School
	Middle Schools
	High Schools
	Higher Secondary Schools

	1
	Sidhi
	215
	137
	36
	30

	2
	Rampur
	164
	109
	19
	35

	3
	Majholuli
	127
	51
	15
	7

	4
	Kusmi
	89
	63
	10
	3

	5
	Sihawal
	179
	75
	19
	22

	6
	Devsor
	140
	75
	19
	9

	7
	Chitrangi
	171
	68
	16
	8

	8
	Waidhan
	222
	129
	18
	16


(Source-District Statistical Book)

The target of S.S.A. in 2004 was to enroll all the children between 5-14 years age in schools and S.S.A. is sincerely working towards achieving the target. There are 10 colleges situated at various places in the district. But coverage is far from satisfactory. 

2.6 Institutions 

District suffers from lack of vocational training institutes. There is only one polytechnic institute and one functional I.T.I. The co-operative bank exists but no other form of co-operative institution is functional in the district. There is also need for building of social institutions around the water harvesting structures for its management and maintenance for which proper training of the beneficiaries is required
3.  SWOT ANALYSIS

To find out the strength, weakness, opportunities and threats to the district a brainstorming session was conducted wherein people from various line departments including field workers participated. As a result of this exercise the following points emerged which are classified under strengths, weakness, opportunities, and threats.
3.1 Strengths, Weakness, Opportunities, Threats

3.1.1 Strengths

· Low population density

· Good monsoon 

· Perennial rivers

· Forest resources

· Experienced Panchayati Raj Institutions

· Cheap & abundant labour 

· Experience of running participatory development programme 

· Large Livestock population

· Ample and diverse bio-resources which include the local soil and water

· Sites of historical and ecological importance. 

· Enabling environment in the district for collective actions/ convergence actions.

· Availability of land for agriculture and wide scope for increased agriculture production.

3.1.2 Weaknesses
· Unskilled human resource

· Low productivity of land

· Land distribution pattern averse to community development

· Low and uneconomic land holding among the targeted population.

· Undulating topography

· Large number of landless and marginal farmers

· Low productivity of cattle

· Majority of land dependent upon rain fed agriculture

· Inadequate access to health services

· High rate of infant mortality

· Lack of quality education 

· Low literacy rate.

· Weak marketing linkage 

· Lack of value addition and packaging facilities for the N.T.F.Ps.

· Inefficient use of existing irrigation facilities and lack of water harvesting structures.

· Seasonal Migration of people in search of livelihoods

· Lack of modern inputs to agriculture  

· Erratic power supply/absence of electrical infrastructure.

· Lack of industrial development.

· Lack of field staff to provide services in rural areas particularly in Agriculture, health, and education.

· Poor connectivity of villages.

3.1.3 Opportunities

· Land under cultivation can be increased.

· Percentage of irrigated land can be increased through tapping the available water resource.

· Supply of food grains, vegetables, fruits, milk and animal products to the consumers in the district and also nearby cities.

· Conducive agro-climatic condition for horticultural crops.

· N.T.F.P. based value additions particularly bamboo, mushroom, chirongi, mahua, etc.

· Large cattle resources (Cow)

· Availability of bio –diverse food crops. 

· Eco- tourism 

· Skill development and capacity development of community based institutions particularly SHGs, farmers etc. 

3.1.4 Threats 

· Erratic monsoon and intensive rain.

· Competition in horticultural crops from other players in the market.

· People bound to traditional methods of cultivation.

· Seasonal Migration

3.2 Analysis

The district Sidhi is underdeveloped due to various reasons, which can be attributed to the jagirdari system prevalent in the past, uneconomic or little land holding of the marginalised community, undulated topography etc. But the district also has certain strengths on the basis of which it can swiftly traverse the trajectory of development if proper focus and attention is paid on building upon the strengths of the district. Though the quantum of weakness is large as compared to strength but if the weaknesses are taken care of through building of necessary infrastructure then the opportunities are immense. To achieve the objective of socio-economic development, the need of the hour is to plug in certain loopholes and simultaneously build upon the strength so as to tap the opportunities available in the external environment. 

The analysis is done under four separate heads in detail so as to identify the strategy required for the achievement of the objective. The strength-opportunity strategy analysis is done to identify the strength of the district on the basis of which the opportunity available in the external environment can be tapped for the overall development of the people of the district. The weakness-opportunity strategy analysis is an effort towards identifying the weaknesses, which are the stumbling blocks in grabbing the opportunities available. The weakness-threat strategy analysis is to identify the threats arising out of the weakness of the district, so that such weaknesses can be taken care of in order to minimize the threats. And the strength-threat strategy is done with a motive to identify the strength of the district with the help of which we can overcome the threats.

3.2.1 Strength-Opportunity Strategies
The district through tapping the available water resource can increase the agricultural production. Furthermore, the availability of agricultural land, which can be brought under cultivation, is another strength and through ensuring assured irrigation more land can be doubly cropped and crop diversification scheme can be undertaken. On the basis of these inherent strength and through the optimal use of modern methods of agriculture the district can achieve manifold increase in agricultural production that too at low cost of production thus competing with the import of food and other agricultural products in the local market. 

There is huge market for N.T.F.Ps. at both local and national level. The district is endowed with rich and diverse variety N.T.F.Ps. like chirongi, lac, mahua etc.  So far the cultivation of these produces have not started on a commercial scale because of lack of proper marketing linkage, presence of intermediaries and ignorance of cultivators. The district can take advantage of the available market through building of proper marketing linkages, training the cultivators on simple value addition at the farm gate etc.

The high level of disguised employment or unemployment can be profitable harnessed for the development of the people and the district as a whole. For this training of people in various activities capable of generating profitable returns need to be done. This strength can be tapped only and only if the people are provided with the necessary infrastructure to carry on the economic activities.Eco-tourism is another viable enterprise that can be taken up in the district owing to its proximity to Sanjay Gandhi National Park.

3.2.2 Weakness-Opportunities Strategies

The district needs to overcome its weakness if, the opportunities prevailing in the external environment is to be availed. The district, which by and large is dependent on rain-fed agriculture, cannot take up cultivation of horticultural crops or cereals until and unless assured source of irrigation is ensured. Building of water harvesting structures like check dams, stop dams, tank, dug wells etc. should be taken up on a priority basis and training of farmers in the cultivation of horticultural plants should go hand in hand so that the district achieves the comparative and competitive advantage over the existing suppliers of these food products. 

The other weakness like poor connectivity of villages should be taken care of through building of bridges, culverts and roads so that connectivity to the market is ensured all through the year. Building of electrical infrastructure is also necessary so as to provide electrical connection to pumps being used for agricultural works and also to dug wells. The lack or complete absence of resources with the people has prevented them from taking up any economic enterprise. So if this vicious cycle of poverty is to be broken then we need to provide cheap and easy availability of credit or the necessary infrastructure to carry on some form of economic enterprise. Furthermore, training of cultivators in modern methods of farming is necessary. 

3.2.3 Weakness- Threat Strategies

Immediate focus on building of infrastructure is the need of the hour especially in health and education sector. This is necessary to ensure better quality of education and improved health facilities in the selected villages of the district as these villages have high MMR and IMR, malnourishment and high illiteracy. Electrification of majra tolas and pumps through developing the required infrastructure is another, issue that needs immediate attention. The existing infrastructure is insufficient in meeting the household as well as the agricultural need. Provision of these infrastructures shall not only result in Socio-economic development of the district but it may also attract small investment in the secondary sector like flour mill, rice mill, oil mil etc.

​​​​

3.2.4 Strength- Threat Strategies

The threats to the district are from the import of food products, absence of infrastructure like health, education, and electricity etc., competition from other players in the market. But, if the district builds upon its strength then the threats can be minimized if not rooted out completely. The district has both comparative advantage and competitive advantage over others in the production of horticultural crops owing to its favorable climatic condition. Furthermore, the small land holdings, which are an inherent weakness, can be suitably used as strength through cultivating horticultural crops on such small land.  The abundance of cheap labour in the district will not only increase the profit margin of farmers but will also increase the local farmer's share in the market. The lack of infrastructure and untrained work force, etc. are the real threat for the district for which necessary step needs to be taken so that the district builds upon its strength and achieve the objective of Socio-economic development of the district. 

3.3 Backward Areas of the District

Though poverty is universal phenomenon found across the length and breadth of the district. But to achieve the objective and to have visible impact of R.S.V.Y. four most backward blocks of the district were selected and within the block the criterion of ‘pockets of poverty’ was used to finalise the selection of villages. Large proportion of the population is trapped in the vicious circle of poverty owing to various reasons like uneconomic land holdings, primitive techniques of cultivation, lack of irrigation facilities, absence of cheap and easy availability of credits and absence of continuous employment potential. Particularly in case of economically backward blocks of the district the people are compulsorily thrown into debt trap, land alienation and seasonal migration. Poverty is so rampant and so deeply penetrated in some parts of the district that people cannot even afford one square of nutritious meal a day. Further, due to low agricultural productivity and absence of any alternative source of employment within the district people migrate to nearby towns in search of gainful employment. The people also depend upon N.T.F.P. as an alternative source of employment but the return from N.T.F.P. is poor due to lack of institutions and presence of intermediaries.

The blocks selected under R.S.V.Y. are Chitrangi, Devsar, Majholi and Kusmi. Geographically, Chitrangi lie west to east, in the northern part of the district. The south central and southwestern parts of the district constitute Kusmi development block. Devsar block in the north, borders with the state of Uttar Pradesh while Majholi is to the south of Sidhi block. 

3.3.1 Brief Profile of the selected Blocks

a) Chitrangi Block:

The tribal (Gonds, Kols, Agarias, Panikas and Baigas) constitute the majority population in many small and scattered villages of the block.  Together the SCs and STs constitute 54 percent of the total population of the block. And a significant number of people are either landless or have very small land holdings. The primary source of livelihood for the majority of the population in the block is casual labour like agricultural, construction etc. 

b) Kusmi Block 

This is the southwestern block of Sidhi district and is classified as a tribal block (covered under the tribal area development programme). The Adivasis (gonds, panikas and baigas) constitute about 65 percent of the block’s total population and together the SCs and STs constitutes 71 percent of the total population. The block is marked by large sized bowl shaped valleys, (eight such big valleys in the block) which has ensured a large expanse of fertile agricultural land to the tribal community, which is equitably distributed. 

c) Majholi Block
The total SC and ST population in the block is about 41 percent of the total and is the smallest block in terms of area in the district. On the basis of arability coefficient the block has the fourth largest net sown area in the district and the per capita (.38) land sown area is highest among all the blocks in the district. Though, the irrigated area as a percent of net sown area is low but the high dependence on agriculture has resulted in poor water balance. The ground water balance in Majholi was found to be the poorest in the district (among all 8 blocks) at 0.00636 million ha metre per year. Therefore, water conservation techniques are the immediate need of the block all along the ridges and valleys. Moreover, Majholi is relatively advanced (markets, cash transactions, mobility of community etc.) than the interior Kusmi, Chitrangi and Devsar blocks hence schemes related to self-employment might be taken up in the block. 

d) Devsar Block

The total SC and ST population in the block is 57 percent of the total population. Agriculture in the block is well developed and about 52 percent is the net sown area.

3.3.2 Selection of Gram Panchayat/Village 

The district-empowered committee headed by the district collector with the department heads of various line departments as its member did the selection of Gram Panchayat or villages from the selected block. The criteria that were used for the selection of the 199 villages from the selected four blocks are follows:

· Low Land Productivity

· Low literacy

· Rain fed agriculture, (90 percent area is unirrigated due to non-availability of water resources) and lack of irrigation. 

· High IMR & MMR.

· Poor Electricity condition

· High incidence of BPL families & SC/ST Population  

· Poor or complete absence of connectivity.
Though most of the activities proposed under R.S.V.Y. are either community assets or group activities but some activities as proposed are for self-employment involving individual beneficiaries. The selection of individual beneficiaries shall be done in a participatory manner using wealth-ranking techniques and those who qualify after wealth ranking is done will have to seek the sanction of the gram sabha for availing the intended benefits under R.S.V.Y. 

Figure 2: Problem Tree


4. IDENTIFICATION OF LEAD SECTORS

For identification of lead sectors and the critical gaps existing in the identified sectors a problem tree analysis (Figure 2, page 24) is prepared. The problem analysis involves identifying what the main problems are and establishing the cause and effect relationship between these problems. The key purpose of the problem analysis is to try and ensure that 'root causes' are identified and subsequently addressed in the project design, and not just the symptoms of the problems.

On the basis of the SWOT analysis and the problem tree analysis effort has been made to plug in the loophole arising out of weakness and to build upon the strength so that overall development of the district is achieved. Though development is expanding choices for the people in every sector of life, but the question that remains is, who shall decide the choices. It should be the beneficiaries or precisely saying the programme participants. Based on these principles a number of exercises were conducted in the district to define the focal problem for problem tree analysis.

On the basis of the problem tree analysis, following sectors have been identified as lead sectors, which need specific and immediate attention.

1. Infrastructure

2. Agriculture 

3. Livelihood Support 

4. Health

5. Education

Identification Of Critical Gaps In The Lead Sectors

With the help of problem tree analysis the following critical gaps in the lead sectors has been identified.

4.1 Infrastructure

4.1.1 Rural Connectivity

Rural Connectivity is a key component of Rural Development in India. Rural connectivity contributes significantly to generate increased agricultural incomes and productive employment opportunities, alongside promoting access to economic and social services. The connectivity of the villages in the district to the block headquarters or the nearest main road is extremely poor, thus badly affecting the economy. Due to poor connectivity the state of affairs is so pathetic that at quite a few places barter trade is in practice. The reasons for poor connectivity are not only absence of roads but more than this the small rivers, nallahs, streams dotting the district is responsible. The villages are completely cut-off from the main roads because of the absence of puliyas/culverts on such streams and nallahs. Connectivity if ensured will be the virtual lifelines for the vast multitude residing in rural areas. It will not only boost commercial trade but also brings along with it numerous benefits to the population residing in close vicinity. Connecting the villages to the main roads will result in better economic returns for their produce and above all will connect them to markets. Connectivity shall also result in immense social benefits like quick access to district health centres, educational institutions for higher studies (colleges), access to block headquarters and district headquarters etc. Once the villages get connected to other parts and main roads it will open numerous avenues for micro-enterprise development in form of small grocery shops. Tea stalls, dhabas, betel shops thus increasing the income of the people and in turn generating employment for them.  

4.1.2 Electricity

In areas where necessary infrastructure and network of line is available, M.P.S.E.B. provides temporary connection to farmers for agricultural purpose but the increased load on the existing set of infrastructure fails to serve the purpose of the consumers. And getting permanent connection for pump and agriculture purpose is impossible in the present set of conditions because the necessary infrastructure is not in place to support the permanent connections. Most of the unelectrified villages and majra are located in the deep forest areas but still there are 75 majras where there is possibility for electrification. Electrification of majras will provide ample of opportunities to the tribal. Water in rivers and rivulets are available but poor farmers are unable to tap it. Creation of electrical infrastructure will be a boon for the poor. So, the need is to strengthen electrical infrastructure in deprived areas and especially areas where electrification can give a fillip to agriculture productivity.

4.1.3 Food Security

The villages selected for execution of projects under R.S.V.Y. are the most backward and underdeveloped and the scheduled tribes and castes dominate majority of them. The income levels of large proportion of the population residing in such villages are so low that they fail to ensure availability of food for them all round the year. This is because of low income and absence or poor presence of PDS shops in such villages. Hence, construction of PDS shops cum godowns and container for kerosene is necessary. This would ensure the availability of food at subsidized rates to the villagers, which is necessary keeping in consideration the low purchasing power of the poor people. 

Critical Gaps: Bridges/Culverts, Intensive electrification of the unelectrified majra tolas and energising the dug wells proposed, strengthening the PDS system.

4.2 Agriculture

The critical gaps identified in the agriculture and allied sector are result of various reasons like undulating terrain, absence of water harvesting structures, receding water table, people unreceptive towards cultivation of new crops like horticultural crops, uneconomical land holdings etc. As a result of these deficiencies the agricultural production is badly affected not only terms of production but also in terms of financial return to the farmers.  The water harvesting structures are insufficient in number as result only 17% of the cultivated land is irrigated. (Table No. 10)

The district has still not exploited the agricultural potential lying with it. Developing agriculture is also an opportunity that is open for the people to be exploited. Therefore, proper attention to develop the necessary agricultural infrastructure is of utmost importance, if the objective of socio-economic development of the district is to be achieved. Building water harvesting structures through construction of tanks, stop dams, s etc. is given prime importance further construction of percolation tank so as to recharge the ground water is also being taken especially in the block where ground water is receded. Presently, due to poor irrigation facilities the agriculture scenario of the district is not very promising. Due to poor irrigation facilities the marginal and small farmers by and large take only one crop a year and also the land under cultivation cannot be increased though there is ample availability of agricultural land in the district.

Developing suitable strategies to ensure maximum benefit out of the small and marginal land holdings, which so far has negatively contributed towards agriculture growth, is needed. To ensure better return to the marginal farmers effort would be undertaken to shift the cropping pattern to horticultural crops for which small kits of seed of different plants and vegetables would be distributed among the marginal and small farmers. So far inadequate connectivity of villages to the nearby market has negatively affected the cultivation of horticultural crops. But this deficiency is sincerely being taken care under R.S.V.Y. 

Critical Gap: Lack of water harvesting structures like check dams, stop dams, tanks, ponds, crop diversification, etc. 

4.3 Livelihood Support

Eradication of poverty is the ultimate goal of sustainable development. Building physical assets by involving the poor as stakeholders is essential for sustainable development of the poor. And sustainable development for the poor is linked to organization building for the poor, promotion of micro enterprises, technology backup, market support, and capacity building, which calls for skill up gradation and exploring new markets.

The majority of the target population under R.S.V.Y. is either landless or are marginal farmers. Hence, suitable strategies tailor made for the intended beneficiaries needs to be devised keeping in consideration the resources available with them. Since, by and large the intended beneficiaries are either landless or are marginal farmers so we need to provide them with alternative sources of sustainable employment. For this quite a few schemes are being floated for such intended beneficiaries.

Dairy activity would cater to the needs of the landless and marginal farmers of which majority would be landless. Though, the cattle population of the district is satisfactory but the production of milk is low when compared to national average because of various reasons like high mortality rate, poor facilities for artificial insemination and health care facilities for the cattle. Proper infrastructure, which is vital for the success of dairy activity, would be provided so as to boost the dairy activity. The necessary infrastructures would be ensured through construction of buildings for veterinary dispensary, providing cattle feed plant, catastration instrument would be given to the trained gosewak and launching cattle breed improvement programme. In addition to these necessary infrastructures around 60 SHGs would be provided with 595 hybrid cattle and preferably such SHGs would constitute of members who are landless. The 60 SHGs selected for the purpose would be trained on the practices of dairy farming and also the SHGs selected for the purpose would be second grading passed SHGs.  

Another project that would provide livelihood support for the marginal farmers and landless especially tribal would be in projects related to handicraft like carpet weaving, bamboo related works and dari making. So far the district has done well in handicraft related works. More than 2000 craft men are working in the sector earning more than Rs.2500 per month at least for 9 months in a year. In the last two-year they have achieved a turnover of around 45 lakh and have sold their products in the trade fair and through emporium. Effort would be undertaken to bring more train more people and generate sustainable livelihood for them. Around 500 people mostly from scheduled tribes would be trained in these activities. Apart from training people on various activities for income generation effort would also be undertaken to arm the patwaris with computer skills necessary to maintain the land records, digitization of maps etc.

Critical Gaps: Skill Development of beneficiaries in handicraft, Dairy activity, Fisheries and capacity development of patwaris. Building for veterinary dispensaries, Cattle feed plant, farm pond for fisheries etc. 

4.4 Health

Sidhi district has 10 CHCs, 41 PHCs and 287 SHCs. Most of the SHCs are located in the remote areas of the district and are the only recourse for medical facilities in the village and adjoining areas. Medical facilities are inadequate for the rural poor living in remote areas because of absence of building for the sub health centres. SHCs are manned by ANMs and MPWs, but due to non-availability of residential facilities for ANMs and MPWs, they seldom stay in villages, thus causing lot of hardship to the poor. Due to absence of building for the SHCs they function in rented premises and thus loose out on extending hygienic treatment. Due to lack of space the basic equipment for carrying out child deliveries and other services extended by the SHCs are not present. 

A child's development cannot be compartmentalised into health, nutrition, education, emotional and spiritual factors all are interwoven and the development of the children is the consequence of all these factors. Earnest effort has been made under I.C.D.S. for the all round development of child in which anganwadi plays an important role. The impact of children's early and consistent access to adequate food, health care, protection, shelter and psycho-social care is the key to better life chances, greater readiness for school, greater success in school, greater learning efficiency and better school competency. So, in order to provide services to the poor children and their mothers, anganwadi need to be strengthened. But, majority of the anganwadi are without building, hence the need to construct anganwadi buildings in those villages where malnutrition and health related problems are high. 
Critical Gaps: Construction of Building for SHCs, Anganwadi Buildings.

4.5 Education

The literacy rate of the district is poor in comparison to national and state average. The education sector has seriously suffered so far because of lack of proper infrastructure required for the all round development of the student fraternity. The Primary and Middle school get enough funds for buildings and other infrastructures under S.S.A. The experience of running the DPEP programme shows that infrastructure plays an important role in enrollment, attendance, retention and transition and most importantly in imparting quality education. Since S.S.A. funds are used for providing facilities to primary and middle schools only, there is serious need to create infrastructure for high and higher secondary schools. Higher secondary school buildings are not covered under SGRY and due to 50% component of food grains in SGRY, building construction in high school is also not possible under any scheme of Zila Panchayat. 

There are 132 high schools and 130 higher secondary schools in the district but unfortunately the infrastructure availability in some of these schools are far from satisfactory, in some cases schools are run on shift basis due to the absence of school building. Some of the higher secondary schools do not have laboratory facilities and as a result quality of education, especially in the science stream, is pathetic. Presence of teachers in the schools has not been a serious problem so far.  In the tribal block (kusmi) the villages are sparsely located and this has negatively affected the education of people in the block especially girls/ education. To ensure better and quality education for the tribal girls construction of ashramshalas and hostel buildings are necessary 

Critical Gaps: Absence of school Building, hostels, ashramshalas, laboratory, Additional rooms. 

Log Frame Matrix (Annexure I)
A Log Frame Matrix has been developed to identify the list of the projects required for achieving the objective/s as mentioned in the objective analysis. The matrix not only identifies the list of projects but also the outputs as a consequence of the projects, the activities to be undertaken to achieve the outputs desired. The Log Frame is an attempt towards listing down the indicators on the basis of which the outputs and the achievement of the overall objective can be measured. 

The rational for using the Log Frame Matrix is based on the assumption that the purpose of development projects is to induce change whose results are desired within the project environment and the society at large. In application of Log Frame Matrix it has been assumed that there is an general agreement about the overall development objective and immediate objective of the project. The Log Frame Matrix developed is an approach, to summarize what the project intends to do and how, what the key assumptions are, and how outputs and outcomes will be monitored and evaluated. 

Based on the problem tree analysis, an objective analysis is done for systematically identifying, specifying, categorising and balancing out objectives in the sectors identified. The objective tree can be viewed as a positive image of the problem tree. (Figure 3, Page No. 33).

Figure 3: Objective Tree Analysis

5. SUMMARY OF EXPECTED OUTCOMES

The summary of main objective expected to be achieved after 3 years are as follows:

Table 14: Expected Outcomes

	Objective
	Scheme
	Direct Output/ Time Frame
	Indirect Outcome / Time Frame 

	Assured source of irrigation.


	Construction of check dams, tanks, stops       dams, water harvesting structures, dug wells etc.


	162 water harvesting tanks, 26 stop dams, nine tank cum canal renovation constructed at the end of the year 2006-07 

 jobs to unskilled person and reduced migration.


	Increase in agriculture productivity and irrigated areas. 

Water conservation and    reduction in soil erosion Increased hectare of land under cultivation.



	Improved electrification.


	Intensive electrification of villages and hamlets.


	75 majras will be intensively electrified. 


	Electrification of villages. Low fluctuation in voltage. S.S.Is. may develop in the long run.



	Missing Links
	Construction of 297 culverts, 49 bridges and 219 raptas
	Villages will get connected to the other parts of the district thereby ensuring better quality of life for the population
	Marketing of produce will become easier. Development of small enterprise thus generating employment and numerous other economic benefits of social and financial value.



	Improvement in quality of education through increased enrollment, retention etc.


	Construction of High school and Higher Secondary School Buildings, Building for hostels and ashram shalas for Girls, additional rooms and construction of Laboratory rooms in Higher Secondary schools.


	Nine high and higher secondary school buildings, Eight Girls’ Hostel, 13 Boys’ Hostel, 19 additional rooms and 15 lab. rooms, 
	Increase in attendance, enrollment, retention rate, and transition rate. Girls enrollment and literacy rate. Better quality of education 

and all round development of students. 

Decrease in drop out rate. 



	Adequate provision for health care facilities


	Construction of Sub Health centre building cum residence and 

Anganwadi building.

health and 

awareness camps

Women awareness camps
	73 SHCs 110 Anganwadi buildings will be constructed.

102 camps will be organized at CHC and PHC level  

102 health and awareness camps 

4200 women would be exposed to various health related issues through women awareness camps. 
	Institutional delivery will increase. IMR, MMR will decrease. Medical facility will be available in the 

village. Increase in         Vaccination. 

ANMs & MPWs 

attendance & presence will be ensured and Easy access to better health services.

to educate people regarding heath sectors  

Decrease in protein deficient diseases among children. Improvement in the quality of childcare and access to high quality pre-school programme.

Health check up and provision of nutritious food for pregnant women.

	Livelihood Support
	Providing training and tools for carpet weaving.

Providing hybrid cattle and seed kit for horticultural crops.

Horticulture plantation would be undertaken


	480 beneficiaries trained to take up handicraft as an occupation.

595 beneficiaries provided with hybrid cattle. 
	People below poverty line will have sustainable employment.

Improved economic status and better quality of life 

Increased income to the farmers and crop diversification 


6. SCHEMATIC DETAILS 

The schematic detail contains the action plan and the budgetary allocation for filling up of the critical gaps in the sectors identified. The second part summaries the budgetary allocation year wise to the respective sectors.

6.1 Infrastructure

a) Rural Connectivity 

A vast majority of the country resides in the rural areas so the development of the country lies in the development of the rural areas. Rural connectivity is one such area, which contributes significantly to generate increased agricultural incomes and productive employment opportunities, alongside promoting access to economic and social services.

A total of 106 villages will be connected to the nearest main road through the construction of culverts, bridges and raptas over the small rivers and nallas dotting the district. A total of 297 culverts, 49 bridges and 219 raptas shall be constructed for which a total allocation of Rs.1418.5 lakh is made under R.S.V.Y. The action plan year wise is stated in Annexure II (a) and the detail plan listing the name of the villages, its distance from the nearest main road and the existing road connecting the village to the nearest main road is mentioned under Annexure III (a). 

b) Electricity

Access to electricity, not only improves the quality of life but is also a weapon to tackle the menace of poverty. Electrification not only increases the agriculture productivity but also is instrumental in generating employment especially in the small-scale industry sector. Special attention is being for the creation of necessary infrastructure so as to ensure electrification of majra tolas not covered so far. 

A total of 75 majra tolas shall be electrified involving a total expenditure of Rs. 271.61 lakh over a three period. The action plan year wise is mentioned in Annexure II (b). The details of majra tolas proposed for electrification is stated under Annexure III (b) along with the estimate.  

c) Food Security

The objective of ensuring food security to one and all has by and large been achieved but in certain poorer pockets due to absence of PDS shops food is not available to the poorest of the poor at subsidized rate. If the objective of ensuring subsidized food to the poor is to be achieved then building of such necessary infrastructure is essential, which so far has been unattainable due to non availability of funds.  

The action plan year wise is mentioned in Annexure II (c) and the detail of activities with the location and cost is stated under Annexure III (c). A total allocation of Rs. 129.24 lakh is made under R.S.V.Y. for the construction 39 PDS shops cum godown and 37 kerosene containers. 

d) Training centre

Five multipurpose training centres at the block level are proposed under R.S.V.Y. The training centre would be residential and provision for training of all sorts would be inbuilt like farm pond would be constructed, provision for training of SHGs, craftsmen, for poultry etc. would be made.

The total allocation made under R.S.V.Y for the purpose is Rs. 50 lakh, the action plan year wise is stated under Annexure II (d).  

6.2 Agriculture

The district has failed to tap the water resource available for productive purpose so far as a result only 17% of the net sown area is irrigated (Table No. 10). To ensure increased agriculture productivity in the district major chunk of the funds allocated to the agriculture sector shall be used for the construction of water harvesting structure. The water harvesting structure constructed shall not only meet the objective of assured supply of water to the fields but will achieve multiple objective of recharging ground water, preventing soil erosion, serving the purpose of causeway and availability of water for domestic use and for cattle as well. To ensure sustainability and proper maintenance of the water harvesting structures people's contribution shall be essential, this will also discourage people from overuse and misuse of these structures. Effort would be made to train and build the capacity of the people in building of social institutions around the water harvesting structures for which, allocation has been done under the head, training and capacity development of the PRIs and people. 

The action plan year-wise and the details about the families benefited and land irrigated are attached respectively as Annexure IV and V (a). The feasibility report of the structures proposed is attached in Annexure V (b). The action plan of the horticulture activities is attached as Annexure VI and the list of activities and the beneficiaries is attached as Annexure VII. At the end of the project period a total 162 water storage tanks, 26 stop dams, nine tanks cum canal renovation would be constructed. 

6.3 Livelihood Support  

The vast multitudes of landless or marginal farmers need to be provided with some form sustainable alternative source of employment to make both ends meet. To achieve the immediate objective of providing alternate source of employment few schemes has been designed which fit into the requirements of the landless and marginal farmers. The beneficiaries would be trained in various micro-entrepreneurial activities so as to generate sustainable livelihood for them. 

The cattle population of the district is satisfactory but the production of milk is low when compared to national average because of various reasons like high mortality rate, absence of high milk yielding variety of cattle, poor facilities for artificial insemination and health care facilities for the cattle. Proper infrastructure, which is vital for the success of dairy activity, would be provided so as to boost the dairy activity. The necessary infrastructures would be ensured through construction of buildings for veterinary dispensary, providing cattle feed plant, catastration instrument would be given to the trained gosewak and launching cattle breed improvement programme. In addition to these necessary infrastructures around 60 SHGs would be provided with 1190 hybrid cattle and preferably such SHGs would constitute of members who are landless. In each block included in the project area one SHG shall undertake the production of cattle feed, the produce of the cattle feed plant would be sold to the SHGs undertaking the dairy activities. The 60 SHGs selected for the purpose would be trained on the practices of dairy farming (See Annexure XIV for status of SHGs in the district). The SHG members would contribute half of the total amount required for 1190 cattle; the other half would be contributed from R.S.V.Y. The total amount required for the purchase of cattle is Rs. 190.4 lakh, half of which i.e. Rs.95.2 lakh is claimed under R.S.V.Y. The action plan year wise is mentioned under Annexure VIII (a). The total allocation made for the purpose is Rs. 177.70 lakh.

The handicraft sector has successfully provided sustainable employment to over 2000 craftsmen round the year. So this area is viable source of sustainable employment for the landless and the marginal farmers. Hence, an integrated approach is adopted where the beneficiary would not only be trained but would also be provided with tools to carry on the activities after proper training and exposure is over. A total of Rs. 7.7 lakh is required for tools which is to be distributed to the craftsmen out of which only Rs. 3.85 lakh is claimed under R.S.V.Y. the other half would either be made available through the bank as a loan or would be in the form of grant under the tool kit programme. The action plan of the activities proposed is mentioned in Annexure VIII (b) year wise and the total allocation to this sector is Rs. 72.57 lakh.

6.4 Health Sector 

The status of the basic health facilities of the people is aptly reflected in the IMR and MMR of the district. The number of CHCs, PHCs and SHC and anganwadis in the district is satisfactory but in the absence of basic infrastructure, people are deprived of the basic health facilities required. Most of the SHC and the anganwadis are functioning in the rented premises. The rented premises do not have adequate space for the equipment, thus compromising on hygiene and better health care facilities is made. The status of the anganwadi is no better, construction of anganwadi buildings is must if we want to prepare the child for school and ensure availability of better choices to the children in future.  Therefore, the construction of sub-health centers with in built facility for accommodation of ANMs and MPWs is proposed along with anganwadi To reduce IMR & MMR, improvement  in other health index & promote institutional delivery health and awareness camps will be conducted at 10 CHC & 41 PHC level through out the district in first and second year . also  buildings. Women awareness camp shall also be conducted at various places for educating them on various issues like childbirth, nourishment etc.

A total of 73 sub-health centre building at a cost of 4.50 lakh each along with 102 health and awareness camps  and 110 anganwadi buildings at a cost of 1.25 lakh each are proposed under R.S.V.Y., for which a total allocation of Rs. 486.98 lakh is made. The action plan year-wise for the sub health centre and  health and awareness  camps are provided in Annexure IX (a) and the detail of location where the building shall be constructed is mentioned under Annexure X (a). The action plan for the construction of the anganwadi building and the location with the number of people benefiting is provided in Annexure IX (b) and Annexure X (b) respectively.

6.5 Education

The social development of the district to a great extent depends upon the literacy of the inhabitants of the district. The district is poor in comparison to state and the country in percentage of population who are literate and also in terms of female literacy. The absence of basic infrastructure is absent in most of the functional schools. The higher and higher secondary schools are without laboratories and buildings as well thus negatively affecting the quality of education. Lack of quality education not only affects the economic empowerment of the masses but also results in gross underdevelopment of the individual. To plug in the loophole construction of high school buildings, higher secondary school buildings, additional rooms, laboratories, hostel buildings, and ashram-shala buildings for girls are proposed under R.S.V.Y. Since, the district has large proportion of tribal population hence maximum attention has been given in creating educational infrastructure benefiting the tribal population. 

The action plan year wise is mentioned in Annexure XI and the detail plan with the name of the school where the activities are proposed is mentioned in Annexure XII. The total allocation for building necessary infrastructure in the education sector is Rs. 669.40 lakh.

The fund flow to the different sectors identified under R.S.V.Y. is mentioned below in table no. 15

Table 15: Financial outlay & year-wise expenditure  (Amount in lakh)
	S.No.
	Sector
	Year

2004-05
	Year

2005-06
	Year 2006-07
	Total

	1
	Infrastructure
	641.50
	618.11
	609.73
	1869.34

	2
	Agriculture
	347.14
	437.45
	427.20
	1211.79

	3
	Education
	223.80
	232.80
	212.80
	669.40 

	4
	Health
	184.66
	131.25
	171.07
	486.98

	5
	Livelihood Support
	99.02
	83.41
	67.84
	250.27 

	6
	Monitoring & evaluation
	5.00
	5.00
	5.00
	15.00



	
	Total
	1501.12
	1508.02
	1493.64
	4502.78


7. Benchmark Surveys/Monitoring

The institution identified for the purpose would conduct a baseline survey of all the 199 villages spread across the four selected blocks of the district. The institution shall not only conduct benchmark survey but also would be responsible for mid-course evaluation of the project. The mid-course evaluation would be an effective tool for evaluation of the project and hence would be of great benefit in improving further upon the schemes and in correcting the mistakes committed under the implementation. The institution shall also be asked to appoint a nodal officer at the block level to monitor the progress of the project on a regular basis. Such nodal officers shall look after all the works carried under R.S.V.Y. in the villages under the same block. The relevant output indicators for each scheme under the project including community assets will be developed on a quarterly basis by the institution in consultation with the Zila Panchayat. 

The different government departments and the district core committee formed for the execution and monitoring of the project would be responsible for monitoring the progress of the project on quarterly basis for which regular meeting of the district core committee shall be called. The gram sabha shall monitor the progress of the project on monthly basis for which, the details of the project along with the expenditure statement shall be made available to the gram sabhas apart from monitoring, the gram sabhas shall also be responsible for selection of individual beneficiaries. A quarterly progress report on various aspects of the project undertaken under R.S.V.Y. shall be sent to the state Government and central Government and survey would be conducted annually for the physical verification of assets created under R.S.V.Y.

The NGO PRADAN (Professional Assistance for Development Action) is proposed as an institution responsible for benchmark surveys, monitoring, and evaluation and impact assessment. The profile of NGO is attached as Annexure.
8. CONCLUSION
Sidhi district is one of the backward and remotest districts of Madhya Pradesh but the district has potential to traverse the path of development against all odds. The district has vast pool of resources especially Non Timber Forest Produce, uncultivated agricultural land, plenty of water resources and the agro-climatic condition, which is conducive for the cultivation of horticultural crops. To achieve the objective of overall development of the district, the input required is the Socio-economic development of the people so that the people can decide the path of development for themselves.

The proposal has identified certain sectors, which will help in achieving this objective. Emphasis has been given on development of agricultural and allied activities, building of infrastructure so as to ensure connectivity of the villages to other parts of the district, training of people in various micro-entrepreneurial activities and in cultivation of horticultural crops as well. Also a major impetus is being given for infrastructure development in different sectors like education, irrigation and electricity to give a long-term base for sustainable development and ensure better quality of life to the poor. .  

Though the proposal has been prepared with the prime objective to make the different project effective and efficient enough to reach the people who really need it and to make a visible impact, but the success of the projects and its achievement depends a lot on the commitment of the resource persons, to implement it with the spirit with which it is prepared.
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1 Other five districts of Baghelkhand region are: Satna, Rewa, Sahdol, Anuppur and Umaria
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